Spartan Daily, January 29, 2008 by San Jose State University, School of Journalism and Mass Communications
CHANCE OF
EVENING RAIN
53˚ / 41˚
SERVING SAN JOSE STATE UNIVERSITY T U E S D A Y ,  J A N U A R Y  2 9 ,  2 0 0 8
VOLUME 130
ISSUE 3
FREE SINCE 1934
Spartan Daily
See full story online at
STILL UNDEFEATED
INDEX
Columns.....................................7
Classifi ed.....................................6 
Crossword, Sudoku ....................6 
SpartaGuide...........................2
Sports........................................5 
Student Culture .............................6
LIFE WITHOUT
LIMBS
Think you’ve got it bad?
Meet Nick Vujicic, a man 
with no arms, no legs and no 
complaints.
See OPINION, page 7
THE ARTIST
WITHIN
Nine faculty members allow their 
artwork to intertwine in a display of 
traditional photography and videos 
in the art building.
See STUDENT CULTURE, page 6
MORRIS DAILEY
STILL UNDER
CONSTRUCTION
The building that houses SJSU 
President Don Kassing’s offi ce 
and the Morris Dailey Auditorium 
(shown right) continues to be 
fenced off because of construc-
tion. Work is projected to be fi nish 
by August 2008.
See CAMPUS NEWS, page 4
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Spartan Daily pioneer dies at 88
Irene Epstein, the fi rst San Jose 
State University journalism graduate 
to become one of the department’s 
professors, died Jan. 19 in Las Vegas. 
She was 88.
The cause was from complica-
tions following hip surgery, said her 
husband, Simon Epstein.
Irene Epstein taught journalism 
at SJSU and was a faculty adviser 
for the Spartan Daily over a 36-year 
span until 1982.
Before beginning her career at 
San Jose State, though, she served as 
the Society section editor for the San 
Jose Mercury Herald (now the San 
Jose Mercury News).
In addition, she reported for vari-
ous publications across the United 
States, including the Lexington (Ky.) 
Herald. She gained multi-publica-
tion experience because of traveling 
across the country with her husband, 
who served in the Army during and 
after World War II.
“Wherever I went,” he said, 
“they’d hire her — wherever I’d 
go.”
Nevertheless, he said the class-
room was where she found much of 
her fulfi llment.
“She cared about young people. 
FEW ‘SPEAK UP’
By KEVIN RAND
Executive Editor
Irene Epstein served as one of 
the Daily’s fi rst faculty advisers. 
COURTESY OF THE JMC ARCHIVES
For the fi rst “Speak Up” event 
at SJSU, not many students voiced 
their opinion on the topic “First 
Amendment.”
Held on the Upper Pad in the 
Student Union, located between the 
fi rst and second fl oors, moderator 
Blake Balajadia had one volunteer 
come up and speak his mind.
“We hope that ‘Speak Up’ will 
kick-start student activism, student 
voice, and critical thinking,” Bala-
jadia said. “We didn’t have a lot of 
speakers today, but overall I think it 
went really well.”
Student Union Event Services 
Manager John Hodgson put this 
event together with hopes to get 
SJSU to be politically active.
“It’s an election year and young-
er generations usually are not out-
spoken,” said Hodgson. “San Jose 
State used to be an active campus, 
and with ‘Speak Up’ we want to try 
and bring that back.”
Hodgson has had this idea in the 
making for a couple years, but has 
not been able to get it started until 
this semester.
Although he has waited for a few 
years for it to start, he is happy that 
it is starting at this point in time.
“We have so many things go-
ing on right now,” Hodgson said. 
“It’s an election year, the 40-year 
anniversary of Tommie Smith and 
John Carlos in the 1968 Olympics is 
coming up and the Gulf Coast Civil 
Works Project headed by professor 
Scott Myers-Lipton has introduced 
a bill to Congress.
“This is the best time for San Jose 
State to reach out to its students,” 
Hodgson said.
SJSU students were politically 
and socially active during the ’60s 
STUDENTS AND CALIFORNIA IN FINANCIAL NEED 
A student uses the microphone to talk about freedom of speech limitations in the classroom during 
“Speak Up” held at the Student Union on Monday. 
By HEIDI ROMSWINKEL-GUISE
Staff  Writer
LUKE CUNNINGHAM / SPARTAN DAILY
See QUIET, Page 3
The 2008 Cal Grant, which al-
lows students to apply for the largest 
source of California’s fi nancial aid, is 
accepting applications until March 2. 
The hope for the campaign is to en-
courage more students to apply for a 
Cal Grant this year so more students 
pursue college or continue with their 
college careers. 
Jonathan Quintero, a senior kine-
siology major, said, “If I didn’t have 
to work as much, I would be done 
with school by now.”
Quintero said he received student 
aid two years ago, but when he ap-
plied this semester, he failed to quali-
fy for a Cal Grant or federal aid.
He did, however, qualify for a stu-
dent loan and said, “It’s better than 
not getting any help at all.”
Quintero said that in order to 
qualify for student aid, one has to 
be a full-time student, but if students 
don’t qualify, it means they will have 
a full load of classes and that they 
will have to work hard enough to live 
and pay for school.  
The requirements to qualify for 
a Cal Grant haven’t changed from 
years past, the California Student Aid 
Commission reports. Students must 
show fi nancial need and have at least 
a 2.0 GPA. Applicants must submit 
two forms, the Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid and a verifi ed 
Cal Grant GPA form, by the March 
2 deadline.
If students become eligible for a 
Cal Grant, their tuition and fees at 
California’s public colleges and uni-
versities will be covered. Some Cal 
Grants will also help students with 
the cost of living and textbooks.
Applying for a Cal Grant means 
JOHN HORNBERG / SPARTAN DAILY
Cal Grant: Needy students need apply
By JESSE KIMBREL
Staff  Writer
See GRANT, Page 2
Schwarzenegger gets way, CSU money
The CSU Board of Trustees agreed 
to Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger’s 
proposed budget cut by chopping 
$312.9 million from the 23-univer-
sity system for next year.
That chunk is out of the total of 
$145.7 billion CSU budget.
In order to suffi ciently fund the 
2.5 percent of enrollment growth 
throughout the 2008-09 fi scal year, 
Schwarzenegger’s budget requires 
$386.1 million, also feeding employ-
ee compensation, mandatory costs, 
and avoiding student fee increase.
According to SJSU media rela-
tions specialist Paul Browning, the 
CSU Board of Trustees plans on 
holding a meeting to discuss the 
implications of the CSU budget cut 
in March. Until then, some students 
will keep their fi ngers crossed hoping 
for a steady tuition rate.
“It’s hard as it is for students to af-
ford such high tuition, especially for 
international students,” said Tomek 
Kolodziejak, a sophomore interna-
tional business major and a transfer 
student from University of Warsaw, 
Poland.
He said he hoped the budget cut 
doesn’t affect tuition
“This university has weathered 
many budget crises, and working 
together, we will come through this 
one,” said SJSU President Don Kass-
ing on Jan. 22 in a written message to 
the campus community. 
“Our overarching goals will be to 
provide quality education for our stu-
dents and to create and maintain the 
environment ideal for delivering that 
education.”
In addition to the defi cit and bud-
get shrinkage, $73.2 million in the 
general fund is also needed in order 
to avoid student fee increases that 
Kassing outlined as “not included” 
in the governor’s budget.
Sorting out the $14 billion defi cit 
California is facing, the 23 CSUs ex-
pect failure to enroll 10,000 qualifi ed 
students. 
“We recognize this is a diffi cult 
budget year, but these cuts will im-
pact student access to the California 
State University because we will 
not be able to admit all the students 
who are qualifi ed,” CSU Chancellor 
Charles B. Reed said.
Kassing expressed his concern 
and highlighted the proposed plan to 
deal with the defi ned situation. 
“We have joined with many CSU 
By DINA BASLAN
Staff  Writer
See CSU, Page 2
”
We will not be able 
to admit all student 
who are qualifi ed.
CHARLES B. REED
Cal State University Chancellor
“
Meager turnout for event at Student Union;
Moderator and coordinator engage in discussion 
See OBIT, Page 3
$312.9 MILLION
CUT FROM NEXT YEAR’S CSU BUDGET
$9,700
MAXIMUM STUDENTS ARE ALLOWED 
FROM CAL GRANTS
$14 BILLION
CALIFORNIA’S BUDGET DEFICIT
THE LAST LAP
Swim team wins fi nal home meet 
on senior day.
See SPORTS page 5
PRESIDENT BUSH GIVES
STATE OF THE UNION
From the War in Iraq 
to the economy.
See page 3
The 5-0 Spartan gymnastics 
team beat Sacramento State 
Friday night. 
thespartandaily.com
thespartandaily.com
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Sparta Guide is provided free of charge to students, faculty and staff  members. Th e deadline for entries is noon, three 
working days before the desired publication date. Space restrictions may require editing of submission. Entries are printed 
in the order in which they are received. Submit entries online at thespartandaily.com or in writing at DBH 209.
Today
What: School of Art & Design Gallery Shows
Where: Art Building and Industrial Studies Building
When: Jan. 23 to Feb. 1
Contact: 924-4327, tbelcher@sjsuvm.sjsu.edu
What: Free Group Fitness Classes
Where: Event Center Sport Club
When: Jan. 28 to Feb. 1
Contact: A.S. Campus Recreation, 924-6218, ascr@as.sjsu.edu
January 30
What: Center for Comparative Philosophy Lecture Series and Philosophy Colluquim Series. Robert Audi, professor of philosophy 
and David Gallo, professor of business ethics at the University of Notre Dame, lead the lecture, “Moral Knowledge and the Challenge 
of Ethical Pluralism and Rational Disagreement.”
Where: Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Library, conference room 225
When: Jan. 30: 4 p.m.
Contact:  Bo Mou, 924-4513
February 5 
What: Photography Reception
Where: Art Building
When: Feb. 5: 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Contact: Wendy Crockett, innie726@aol.com
GRANT ‘The campaign is for 
everyone,’ CSU rep says
that students are also applying for fi -
nancial aid from the federal govern-
ment, including federal Pell Grants 
and low-interest student loans, ac-
cording to a news release from the 
Cal Grant campaign launch.
“We want students to apply for a Cal 
Grant before they determine for them-
selves that they won’t qualify,” said 
Ella Ella, an associate at Paine Public 
Relations who also works with the Cal-
ifornia Student Aid Commission.
“The campaign is for everyone,” 
Ella said.
Anyone who is planning to attend 
college or who is already enrolled 
in college and needs help paying for 
school should apply for a Cal Grant.
Graduate students or anyone with 
a bachelor’s degree are ineligible to 
qualify for a Cal Grant of any kind, 
said a California Student Aid Com-
mission representative. 
The maximum amount students 
can receive if they qualify for Cal 
Grants is $9,700, and they don’t have 
to ever pay it back.
“More than 90 percent of students 
who receive a Cal Grant re-enroll in 
college the next semester,” said Bill 
Madison, communications manager 
at the California Student Aid Com-
mission.
“Many students don’t know that 
Cal Grants exist,” Madison said. 
He also said that if more students 
knew they could potentially receive 
a Cal Grant or any type of fi nancial 
aid, they would be more inclined to 
pursue a college education.
Madison went on to explain that 
giving students money for college 
will help them reach their educational 
goals and earning potential. He also 
said the Cal Grant program can help 
California’s economy by putting more 
educated people in the work force.
”
Many students 
don’t know that 
Cal Grants exist.
BILL MADISON
Communications manager,
California Student Aid Commission
“
CSU Cuts
infl uenced
application
date change
campuses in moving up our applica-
tion deadlines, given the limits on 
campus capacity that the proposed 
budget cuts would impose,” he said. 
CSUs have already felt the effect 
of the cuts with the application date 
being moved to Friday, Feb. 1 for 
2008 fi rst-time freshmen and to Tues-
day, April 1, for transfer students.
 “It’s hurting students or people 
in poverty,” said Laurance Chien, a 
sophomore nursing major.
He added: “I believe it will further 
widen the gap between the rich and 
poor.”
This year’s budget cut follows a 
$500 million reduction that occurred 
between 2002 and 2005. Since the 
turn of the century, limited educa-
tion funding was expected to affect 
California’s economy, as it would be 
lacking an educated workforce.
“As the public university that 
prepares the majority of California’s 
workforce, these budget cuts will 
have a direct impact on the state’s 
economy,” Reed said, “and on the 
key industries that our graduates en-
ter, such as nursing, teaching, agri-
culture, business, public administra-
tion and technology.” 
Continued from Page 1
Continued from Page 1
“It hasn’t really affected me 
much, since I have a grant for 
tuition. Other than that, over-
crowded classrooms, that’s the only 
big thing that it’s affected for me.”
CASEY PHAM
accounting, senior
CAMPUS VOICES
“I don’t really know about 
them. … If it affects tuition … 
then yes, I’ll care.” 
VALERIE OUANO
 graphic design, sophomore
“I don’t think that budgets 
should be cut from education. 
… I think that the most money 
should go to education because 
that’s the most important thing.”
PATRICK PARDU
liberal arts, freshman
“Personally the CSU budget cuts 
do not affect me at all. I don’t even 
know what that is, to be honest.”
TRISHA VASQUEZ
hospitality management, sophomore
What do you think about the proposed CSU budget cuts?
thespartandaily.com
See exclusive photos of the fire downtown 
yesterday evening that injured two people. 
COMPILED BY MICHAEL PASAOA
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She loved her students,” Simon Ep-
stein said.
Professor Epstein taught the be-
ginning and advanced news writing 
courses, Journalism 60A and 60B.
Journalism department founder 
Dwight Bentel, namesake of SJ-
SU’s current journalism and mass 
communications building, hired her 
for a full-time professorship after 
she spent her fi rst few years on the 
part-time staff.
“I needed a part-time faculty,” 
Bentel said, “and here was Irene. 
And I asked her if she wanted to 
take a job.”
He said her reputation as a re-
porter was solid, so the faculty po-
sition was a natural fi t for her.
“She was always a good person, 
too,” he said. “She had a wonderful 
sense of humor.”
Professor Epstein served as one 
of the faculty advisers for the Spar-
tan Daily during its earliest years.
Besides being survived by her 
husband, Professor Epstein also has 
a daughter, Lisa Cohen, who lives 
in Las Vegas.
“She had a great infl uenced on 
me,” said Cohen, who earned her 
B.A. in fi ne arts from SJSU in 1972.
Cohen said her mother was an 
energetic woman who was always 
“out and about,” even into her lat-
ter years.
Professor Epstein was born in 
Jackson, Tenn., on June 26, 1919.
and ’70s. When Tommie Smith and 
John Carlos raised their fi sts in the air 
to represent black America, the entire 
campus started talking about it. 
Hodgson is hoping that an event 
like “Speak Up” will trigger students 
to discuss issues affecting them and 
to get involved in talking about it.
“We want to educate students on 
current issues and help them devel-
op their own mindset and opinions,” 
Hodgson said. 
“Speak Up” consists of a series 
of topics that will be discussed ev-
ery Monday from 12 to 1 p.m.
Discussions will be held at the 
Student Union Amphitheatre and 
will be moved inside the Student 
Union on the Upper Pad if the Am-
phitheatre is wet. 
Topics range from the First 
Amendment to immigration in the 
United States. Discussions start off 
with a specifi c topic that the mod-
erator introduces. 
Some topics will have guest 
speakers to talk briefl y on their point 
of view. For the remainder of the 
session, students are encouraged to 
come say what they feel about the 
topic. 
The “Speak Up” series is hop-
ing to grab the attention of students 
on campus and not only encourage 
them to speak, but also encourage 
them to do something.
“We want to be able to encour-
age students to vote,” said Hodgson. 
“We want to have tables out with in-
formation about the election so that 
everyone can be informed.”  
QUIET
Range of
topics to
be covered
OBIT A natural fi t  
for the department
Continued from Page 1
Continued from Page 1
President Bush asked a skeptical 
public not to worry about the troubled 
economy or fear a possible recession 
in his fi nal state of the union address 
Monday night. 
In front of the Democratically-
controlled Congress and millions 
of U.S. citizens watching across the 
country, President Bush urged law-
makers to pass an economic plan to 
revive the markets and regain the 
trust of investors. 
“We can all see that growth is 
slowing,” Bush said, admitting that 
there is an economic crisis but falling 
short of calling it a recession.  
Economists on both sides of the 
issue have taken stances on whether 
the U.S. is really in a recession or if 
the economy is just stagnate. This is 
the fi rst time, however, the president 
has acknowledged rising food and 
gas prices, increasing unemployment 
and chaos in the housing and fi nancial 
markets as causes and consequences 
of erratic economic growth. 
Bush called on lawmakers to ur-
gently approve a $150 billion plan 
— worked out with House leaders 
— to avoid or soften any recession 
through tax rebates for families and 
incentives for businesses to invest 
and expand. 
Tasha Oliver, a junior social work 
major, said she believed the econom-
ic boost that Bush wants from these 
tax rebates will be put right back into 
the economy. 
Bush gives yearly address
“I don’t think people will hang 
onto the money for too long,” Oliver 
said. “They’ll probably spend it as 
soon as they get it.”
Although Senate Democrats want 
to expand the rebates by including se-
nior citizens living off social security 
and extending unemployment ben-
efi ts for the jobless, Bush warns that 
doing so “would delay it or derail it 
and neither option is acceptable.”
Whether Bush intends to veto a 
beefed-up version of the economic 
stimulus plan if the Senate alters it 
remains to be seen. But with the cur-
rent trend of falling markets and the 
increasing fi nancial desperation of 
many citizens, it would be an unpop-
ular decision by an already unpopu-
lar president. 
Bush has a 34 percent approval 
rating according to the latest Associ-
ated Press/Ipsos poll. 
Tim Lee, 19, a sophomore biol-
ogy major, watched a few minutes of 
the president’s annual speech while 
shopping in the campus bookstore. 
Commenting on Bush’s push for tax 
rebates Lee believed that the presi-
dent’s popularity might be getting to 
him. 
“(Bush) just wants people to like 
him,” Lee said. 
Martine Idiart, a freshman biol-
ogy/forensics major, also watched 
some of the speech while at the 
bookstore. 
“I heard (Bush) say that people 
need to watch their debts closely and 
control them as much as possible, 
like renters,” Idiart said. “At least 
he’s trying, I like that.”
The speech was televised at least 
at two locations on campus, thanks 
in large part to the major TV net-
works skipping regularly scheduled 
programming. Students could’ve 
watched the speech at the aforemen-
tioned bookstore or at the campus 
coffee shop. 
Harry Simon, 61, a junior televi-
sion, radio, fi lm and theatre major, is 
new to SJSU and is often at the coffee 
shop. He said that only a few people 
were watching when the speech came 
on and one of them was a gentleman 
around his age. 
“I moved to get a better seat so I 
could hear it,” Simon said. “Only a 
few people seemed interested. But 
I guess interest in these things only 
comes when you get older.”
The Associated Press contributed 
to this report. 
The president also addressed…
— Since the 2003 invasion of 
Iraq, the war has been a main topic of 
Bush’s annual addresses to Congress. 
He said Monday night the buildup of 
30,000 U.S. troops and an increase in 
Iraqi forces “have achieved results 
few of us could have imagined just 
one year ago.”
“Some may deny the surge is 
working,” Bush said, “but among the 
terrorists there is no doubt. Al-Qaida 
is on the run in Iraq and this enemy 
will be defeated.”
Still, Bush said, “The mission in 
Iraq has been diffi cult and trying for 
our nation. But it is in the vital inter-
est of the United States that we suc-
ceed.”
He made no commitment about 
withdrawing additional troops from 
Iraq, and he said Gen. David Pe-
traeus, the top U.S. general there, has 
warned that pulling Americans out 
too quickly could undermine Iraqi 
forces, allow al-Qaida to regroup and 
trigger an increase in violence.
“Members of Congress: Having 
come so far and achieved so much, 
we must not allow this to happen,” 
the president said.
Bush said U.S. adversaries in 
Iraq have been hit hard, though 
“they are not yet defeated and 
we can still expect tough fi ghting 
ahead.”
— Said that his annual meeting 
with the leaders of Mexico and Can-
ada will be held this year in New Or-
leans, to show off recovery efforts.
—Prodded Congress to extend 
a law allowing surveillance on sus-
pected terrorists, renew his educa-
tion law and approve free-trade pacts 
with Colombia, Panama and South 
Korea.
—Recycled ideas on alternative 
energy, affordable health care, hous-
ing reform and veterans’ care. Bush 
also renewed his ideas on climate 
change and stem cell research.
Bush made only one mention of 
Osama bin Laden, who remains at 
large more than seven years after the 
terrorist attacks of Sept. 11, 2001. 
There was no reference to North Ko-
rea. In his 2002 address, Bush caused 
a stir by warning that Iraq, Iran and 
North Korea constitute an “axis of 
evil.” The United States and its allies 
are pushing North Korea to abandon 
its nuclear programs.
By JOHN ELLIS
Staff  Writer
”
Al-Qaida is on the run and 
the enemy must be 
defeated.
GEORGE W. BUSH
President of the United States
“
”
I guess interest in these 
things only comes when 
you get older.
HARRY SIMON
television, radio, fi lm and theatre,
junior
“
Spartan men’s 
team falls to 
Fresno State
FRESNO, Calif. (AP) — Ed-
die Miller tied a career-high with 
27 points and Kevin Bell added 15 
points and eight assists in Fresno 
State’s 75-58 win over SJSU on 
Saturday night.
Nedeljko Golubovic had a ca-
reer-high 14 points for Fresno State 
(10-10 overall, 3-3 Western Athletic 
Conference), which snapped a two-
game losing streak.
C.J. Webster had 15 points and 
Tim Pierce added 12 for cold-shoot-
ing San Jose State (9-10, 2-5). The 
Spartans shot just 32.3 percent from 
the fi eld and wasted a 12-point lead 
in the fi rst half.
San Jose State lost despite a 54-
27 rebounding advantage, includ-
ing a ridiculous 26-4 edge on the 
offensive end.
Miller awoke from a recent 
shooting slump to fi nish 7 of 14 
from 3-point range. The senior 
guard went 2 of 11 from beyond the 
arc in a 69-65 loss at San Jose State 
on Jan. 17.
Miller hit consecutive 3-pointers 
early in the second half as the Bull-
dogs quickly turned a fi ve-point 
halftime lead into a 42-29 edge, 
forcing the Spartans to call a time-
out with 18:26 remaining.
Fresno State led by as many as 
18 points before Mac Peterson’s 3-
pointer with 10:23 left trimmed the 
defi cit to 54-45.
The Bulldogs responded with an 
11-2 scoring run, putting the game 
away when Bell stole the ball at 
midcourt and found Miller for an 
alley-oop dunk.
Miller had 13 points in the 
fi rst half, pacing Fresno State to 
a 32-27 lead.
After the Bulldogs trailed by 
double digits early, Miller and 
Bell keyed a 27-8 scoring run 
that included an emphatic dunk 
by freshman center Jason Web-
ster.
San Jose State bolted to a 17-
5 lead behind strong post play 
from C.J. Webster before going 
cold from the perimeter.
The Spartans played their 
third straight game without lead-
ing scorer Justin Graham, who 
suffered a fractured right elbow 
Jan. 14 against Hawaii.
ASSOCIATED PRESS
The Bulldogs re-
sponded with an 11-2 
scoring run, putting 
the game away when 
Bell stole the ball ...
SPORTS FROM THE WIRE
said the renovation and fi re-sprinkler 
system are mandatory for the build-
ings. 
“Morris Dailey is one of the old-
est facilities on campus,” he said. 
“The renovation is really overdue 
and needed. Pretty much everything 
is outdated.
“This is a hundred-year-old his-
toric building,” No said. 
“So there are a lot of things that 
are not complying with the current 
code, including the ADA (Americans 
with Disabilities Act) ramp, things 
like that,” No said. 
He added that an important part of 
the renovation is to meet the current 
code requirements, such as the State 
Fire Marshal Requirement. 
Morris Dailey Auditorium was 
fi rst built in 1919.
The news release stated “the build-
ing is falling apart due to its age, and 
many building systems are failing. 
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The historic Morris Dailey Au-
ditorium and Tower Hall are under-
going a $2.2-million renovation and 
fi re-life safety improvements. 
The project began in March 2007 
and is approximated to end in Au-
gust 2008, according to a news re-
lease from the Capital Planning, De-
sign and Construction division of the 
California State University.
Annie Shi, the project manager 
at SJSU’s Facilities Development 
and Operations, explained that the 
renovations and fi re-sprinkler install-
ments are two projects under one 
contract. 
“One (part) is for the fi re sprin-
klers to be installed in the auditori-
um, the Tower Hall, the president’s 
offi ce — the whole building — and 
the other part is the renovation of the 
auditorium,” she said. 
The status of the project is still in 
the renovation phase, but Shi said the 
fi re-sprinkler system installment may 
start next month.
Project administrator Daniel No 
Renovations 
worked on 
Dailey 
By MANDIE MOHSENZADEGAN
Staff  Writer
Construction will continue 
through August on the 
Morris Dailey Auditorium. 
Th e funding for the renova-
tion came from the Chancel-
lor’s Oﬃ  ce and were not part 
of student fee costs. 
ANNE RIGOR / SPARTAN DAILY
“
”
It’s one of the 
oldest facili-
ties on campus. 
Pretty much 
everything is 
outdated.
DANIEL NO
Project Administrator 
LOS ANGELES — Blue skies 
opened up over California on Mon-
day after a storm system that had 
pummeled the state for days fi nally 
moved on, bringing heavy snow, 
fl ooding and hundreds of wrecks to 
several states across the West.
Colorado’s San Juan Mountains 
were socked with 30 inches of snow 
and wind gusts of as high as 100 mph, 
while roofs collapsed at several busi-
ness in north Idaho after 20 inches of 
snow fell around Coeur d’Alene.
“They got clobbered,” National 
Weather Service meteorologist John 
Livingston said of Coeur d’Alene 
residents. A second wintery blast was 
forecast to hit the state Tuesday.
In Durango, Colo., about 340 
miles southwest of Denver, even the 
sledding hills were at risk of ava-
lanches after 18 inches of snowfall.
“Anybody who’s going out sled-
ding should be letting their parents 
know where they are, and parents 
be aware of the slide potential, par-
ticularly on north-facing slopes,” La 
Plata County sheriff’s Lt. Dan Bend-
er said. “Find a place that isn’t real 
steep.”
In Spokane, Wash., where 13.7 
inches of snow fell, city offi cials 
closed City Hall and urged residents 
to stay home to give snowplows a 
chance to catch up. City and county 
governments told nonessential work-
ers to stay home.
“It’s not an emergency,” Mayor 
Mary Verner said. “It’s just major 
snowstorm of a kind that we have not 
seen in many years.”
In eastern Oregon’s Wallowa 
Mountains, authorities found two 
snowmobilers missing over the 
weekend in the 4 feet of snow that 
fell there.
One was safe in a cabin, but the 
other was “extremely hypothermic” 
and under the care of a nurse and 
paramedic who fl ew in on a helicop-
ter. 
The snow was too heavy for the 
helicopter to lift off, 911 dispatch di-
rector Jerry Boyd said.
Snowbird ski resort in Utah 
stopped the chair lifts more than two 
hours early after receiving about 15 
inches of snow.
“It’s rare to close down the lifts,” 
spokeswoman Laura Schaffer said. 
“The minute the avalanche danger 
got up there, we felt it was safer to 
get (skiers) off the mountain.”
Avalanches damaged four houses 
and a garage northwest of Ketchum, 
Idaho, and the potential for more 
falling snow sent police door to door 
to evacuate 71 homes, said police 
spokeswoman Kim Rogers. 
Those residents were allowed to 
return home Monday evening.
California fi nally saw clear skies 
Monday after a week of downpours 
and heavy snowfalls, but the reprieve 
might not last long. There was a 20 
percent chance of rain Wednesday, 
and two more storms, weaker than 
the past weekend’s, were forecast to 
reach the region on Friday.
No major mudslides, fl ooding or 
overfl owing creek beds had been re-
ported by Monday afternoon.
But experts said canyons and hills 
in Los Angeles, Orange and San Di-
ego counties that were charred by 
last year’s wildfi res remained vulner-
able.
“Even though today’s weather 
conditions have improved, many 
areas, particularly the burn areas of 
Southern California, are at risk of 
mudslides due to saturated soil con-
ditions,” Offi ce of Emergency Ser-
vices spokesman Gary Renick said.
The stormy weather boosted Los 
Angeles’ rainfall to 11.73 inches so 
far this season, including 7.97 inches 
this month alone. Normal rainfall by 
this time would be 6.74 inches.
In Arizona, the precipitation fell 
as heavy rain, fl ooding creeks and 
rivers. Some residents of the town of 
Carrizo fl ed for a time after fears that 
two dams might fail.
The evacuations were canceled 
after water levels lowered and an in-
spection of the dams showed no ap-
parent damage.
At least three traffi c deaths were 
believed linked to the storm, and a 
man walking along a road in Wash-
ington state died after being struck by 
a state snowplow, authorities said.
Thousands lost power, but utilities 
in several states expected most cus-
tomers to have service restored by 
Monday evening.
———
Contributing to this report were 
Associated Press writers Simon Shi-
frin in Boise, Idaho; Arthur H. Rot-
stein in Tucson, Ariz.; and John K. 
Wiley in Spokane, Wash.
By JACOB ADELMAN
Associated Press
Clear skies today; 
but not for long
ANNE RIGOR / SPARTAN DAILY
“This project would restore the 
functionalities of the building.” 
The funds are provided by the 
Chancellor’s Offi ce, Shi said. 
They will cover “all design, con-
struction, equipment fees, contin-
gency and escalation,” according to 
the release.  
Outdated building 
houses President’s 
offi  ce, lecture hall;
Project expected to be 
completed by August; 
The SJSU women’s swimming 
and diving team chalked up its fi fth 
win in a row and its fourth consecu-
tive dual meet win Jan. 26 at the 
Aquatic Center against the Cal State 
East Bay Pioneers, 119–98.
Before the fi nal home meet of their 
careers, seniors Amanda Carr, Sara 
Riley, Jillene Golez, and co-captains 
Nikki Chapman and Brie Marhenke 
were honored by the university with 
fl owers and cheers from fans in at-
tendance.
“I would like to especially single 
out the performances of our seniors,” 
said head coach Sage Hopkins.  “All 
of them have been amazing contribu-
tors to the program and have given 
back in countless ways.”
The meet followed the standard 16-
event dual-meet format but with only 
14 events because Cal State East Bay 
does not have a diving program.
Four of the fi ve competing se-
niors placed fi rst in seven of the 14 
events.
Chapman achieved her fi rst col-
legiate win in the relay along with 
her fi rst individual victory in the 
200-yard backstroke with a time of 
2:21.93.  Carr, Golez and Riley each 
won two events.
“My performance was probably 
one of the best so far this year,” 
Chapman said.
Riley was victorious in the 100-
yard backstroke, as well as the 50-
yard freestyle.
Carr fi nished fi rst in the 1000-yard 
and 500-yard freestyle races.
“I got to swim my two favorite 
events, the two events that I’m best 
at,” Carr said.
Golez also placed fi rst in both the 
200-yard and 100-yard butterfl y.
Marhenke did not swim and is 
preparing for the Western Athletic 
Conference Championship in San 
Antonio next month.
With fi ve key swimmers leaving 
the program, newcomers will have 
an incredible responsibility ahead of 
them.
“They’re leaving awfully big shoes 
to fi ll,” Hopkins said.  “They’re all 
major performers in the pool, in the 
weight room and in the classroom.”
Marhenke is one of the top 
swimmers in the world, Hopkins 
said, and she is nearly impossible to 
replace.
Both Chapman and Carr expressed 
sadness about leaving the program, 
but they said they are grateful for 
what they’ve learned throughout 
the past four years.
“I feel like I’m leaving a really 
good group of 25 girls,” Chapman 
said.
Hopkins also expressed his feel-
ings toward the departing seniors.
“The attitude that all fi ve of them 
bring to the pool is something that 
will be hard to replace but also some-
thing that I’m certain the freshmen, 
sophomores and juniors will do,” 
Hopkins said.
The Spartans improved to an 8-4 
dual-meet record with their victory 
Saturday and are now preparing for 
the WAC Championship in San An-
tonio from Feb. 20 to 23.
“We’ll start easing off of things 
practice-wise, and we’ll start focus-
ing on speed and technique,” Hop-
kins said.  
“The bulk of the work’s been 
done.  Now we just want to get ready 
to compete.”
Foul trouble proved to be the un-
doing of SJSU’s women’s basketball 
team Saturday night against Fresno 
State. 
Coming off of its second victory 
of the season at home against the 
University of Idaho on Thursday, 
the Spartans committed 23 personal 
fouls and one technical foul in an 83-
64 loss to the Western Athletic Con-
ference-leading Bulldogs.
While the players hinted at favor-
itism by the referees, they were also 
quick to point out that it’s a chal-
lenge they need to overcome.
“It’s adversity that we have to play 
through,” said guard Myosha Barnes. 
“We can’t get our heads down and 
let the refs get in our heads. We are 
basketball players, and we just have 
to learn how to play through it.”
The fi rst part of the game was 
closer than the 34-27 halftime score 
would suggest.
The Spartans tied the game 23-23 
on an Alisha Hicks 3-pointer with 
less than fi ve minutes left, but the 
Bulldogs went on an 11-4 run to end 
the half. 
Even though the score was not 
in their favor, assistant coach John 
Langston felt that the team’s fi rst-
half performance was a highlight.
“They are the No. 1 team in our 
league, and going into the second 
half we were still with them,” he 
said. “It just got to a point where it 
came down to calls.”
The Bulldogs dominated the 
second half. SJSU opened the half 
matching Fresno State in scoring, 
but the Bulldogs used a 16-1 run 
midway through to widen its lead to 
as many as 24 points.
“We can’t trade baskets with our 
opponent when we are down,” said 
head coach Pam DeCosta.
The Spartans were hounded by 
foul trouble all night, committing 
14 fouls in the second half, includ-
ing the technical foul that players 
attributed to the coaches’ comments 
to the referees about missed foul 
calls.
“Coach Pam just was disputing 
the call and got a technical for it,” 
said guard Natalie White. “She was 
sticking up for us.”
White led all scorers with 21 
points on 8-20 shooting, including 
two 3-pointers and three rebounds. 
This was White’s third straight 
game with 20 or more points and her 
fourth in the past fi ve games. De-
spite this, she said she felt her per-
formance was for naught in the loss.
“It doesn’t mean anything when 
you don’t win,” White said of her 
performance. “If I had a 20-point 
night and we won like last game, it 
would be great to know that I con-
tributed to that.
“When you lose, though, it’s al-
most like a clean slate. It doesn’t 
even matter what your stats are,” she 
said.
Barnes contributed 14 points off 
of the bench, including 12 in the 
second half — all from layups in the 
paint.
“My shots weren’t falling,” she 
said. “So driving to the basket was 
another option for me, and it seemed 
to be working in the second half.” 
Brittany Imaku, whose play was 
limited in the second half because 
of foul trouble, added four points, 
three steals and six assists to in-
crease her conference lead in that 
category.
Four Bulldogs scored in double 
fi gures, including Jaleesa Ross, who 
made four 3-pointers and was one 
of three Fresno State players with a 
team-leading 14 points.
DeCosta mentioned the rigors of 
playing three games in fi ve days but 
said that it was no excuse for poor 
defense.
“Fatigue could have been a factor 
for us tonight,” she said. “However, 
we struggled to play defense and 
could not make the stops when we 
needed to tonight.”
The Spartans record falls to 2-17 
overall, with a WAC record of 1-5. 
SJSU will next play in the Event 
Center on Thursday at 7 p.m. against 
the Boise State Broncos, before 
heading back out on the road to face 
the New Mexico State Aggies on 
Saturday Feb. 2.
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Spartan women can’t fi nd consistency
Foul trouble and a frustrating second half send SJSU to its 
second loss to Fresno State in four days; Record now 2-17
By JOHN HORNBERG
Staff  Writer
SJSU swimmers
 prevail on senior day, 
fi ve seniors say farewell
Above: Senior Jillene Golez ﬁ nished ﬁ rst in the 200-yard butterﬂ y, with a time of 2:09.90, and in the 100-yard butterﬂ y at 59.91  in her 
ﬁ nal home meet as a Spartan. Bottom Left: Freshman Rudie Guerrero participated in the 100-yard backstroke where she ﬁ nished fourth 
with a time of 1:02.14.
PHOTOS BY ANDREW VILLA / SPECIAL TO THE DAILY
SJSU guard Natalie White led all scorers with 21 points Saturday 
night and has scored 20 or more points in four of the last ﬁ ve games.
PHOTO BY ARTHUR MARKMAN / SPECIAL TO THE DAILY
PHOTO BY ANDREW VILLA / SPECIAL TO THE DAILY
Spartan head coach Pam DeCosta argues with a referee during Sat-
urday night’s game. Th e confrontation would lead to a technical foul.
By ANDREW HERNDON 
Staff  Writer
The Natalie and James Thompson Art 
Gallery will be displaying the artwork of 
nine faculty members from the school of 
art and design here at SJSU. 
Included in the pieces are traditional 
photography, digital print, videos and a 
handmade book of photographs illustrated 
with silver gelatin. 
“It is not just a display of nine different 
artists that just hang on the wall,” said Gal-
lery Director Jo Farb Hernandez. “It is a co-
hesive exhibit where all of the pieces fl ow 
well together while remaining unique.”
Hernandez said they looked at what ev-
eryone was offering and the work did not 
have to be similar to one another, but had 
to be “good neighbors” and be able to “live 
next to one another.” 
The gallery includes an array of images, 
colors, individuality and emotions. 
A section of the gallery has been 
transformed into a contemporary “video 
lounge,” decorated with a symmetrical red 
couch surrounded by pillows and a large-
screen television displayed with head-
phones. It is where attendees will be able 
to view the video artwork of SJSU profes-
sor, Valerie Mendoza.  
“It is very hard designing a room,” said 
Theta Belcher, lecturer in the school of art 
and design. “All faculty members are in-
vited to participate and send us choices of 
their work.” 
In the center of the gallery is a mon-
tage of photos taken in Washington D.C. 
by Reed Estabrook. The pictures were 
taken around the White House and include 
over 2,000 lobbyists. There are small post-
it notes by the lobbyists, signifying their 
cause and the building they’re in.  
“He is a very charismatic professor and 
has followed this sort of confi guration be-
fore,” said Belcher of Estabrook’s display.
“It is amazing to think about the home-
less in the front yard of where U.S. gov-
ernment offi cials are making laws,” said 
Belcher, referring to the pictures of the 
homeless in front of the offi cial buildings 
in Washington D.C.
“This is a really good learning experi-
ence for the students,” Hernandez said. 
“They get to see the personal work of their 
professors.”
Brian Taylor’s handmade books illus-
trated with silver gelatin ink are “some-
thing very compelling.” Belcher said. “He 
illustrates emotions and unseen things.” 
Taylor, a Stanford University graduate 
and SJSU professor since 1979, also writes 
poetry and has his work featured in several 
galleries in Carmel and San Francisco.
The photography of Keay Edwards and 
his rediscovering of the sea is “vast imag-
ery shrunk down, but is still enormous.” 
Belcher said.  
Robert Dawson’s photo display is part 
of a larger multi-year project. He was com-
missioned by a group in Spain that is part 
of a world exposition to go to Guatemala 
and photograph people who were displaced 
from their homes by water dams. When 
they refused to relocate or demanded high-
er compensation, they were massacred or 
jailed. “The theme is global water issues,” 
Dawson said. “It deals with indigenous 
people and looks at the effects that large 
developments have on these people.”
“The beauty of photography is that it 
emphasizes issues without a single word,” 
Belcher said. “The moment is captured 
with an image.” 
Dawson, who received his undergradu-
ate degree in psychology from the Univer-
sity of California, Santa Cruz, was inter-
ested in why people create. 
He worked with a therapist at a mental hos-
pital to help patients through photographs. 
“I believe that photography can be a 
form of psychotherapy,” Dawson said. 
Each faculty member has had their work 
published in many major books and maga-
zines. The premiere of the gallery is tonight 
from 5 to 6 p.m. in Art building 133. 
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Professor by day, artist by night
Classifi eds
EMPLOYMENT
TUTOR: Need expert at Ge-
ometry for 15 year old male. 
$10/ hr. in Santa Teresa area. 
(408)229-0437 
DELIVERY DRIVERS Party 
rental business. Perfect for 
students. Earn up to $250 ev-
ery weekend. Must have reli-
able truck or van. Heavy lifting 
is required. 408 292-7876 
THE OLD SPAGHETTI FAC-
TORY We are currently hiring 
for P/ T positions. We offer a 
great working environment 
with day & evening shifts for 
responsible & energetic peo-
ple. Apply in person 2:30 to 
4:00 Wed-Fri. We are located 
in San Pedro Square 
UNDERCOVER 
SHOPPERS
Earn up to $70 per day. Un-
dercover Shoppers needed to 
judge retail and dining estab-
lishments. EXP. Not RE. CALL 
800-722-4791
ATTENTION SPARTANS Wel-
come back! Are you looking for 
part-time/ full-time work to help 
you get through the school se-
mester? Well, look no further. 
Corinthian Parking Services 
is looking for valet parking at-
tendants for our local shop-
ping malls, hotels and private 
events. We will work around 
your school schedule.
Requirements for an interview:
ï Valid California Class C li-
cense
ï Current DMV printout
ï Responsible, well-groomed 
and punctual.
ï EXCLT CUST SERVICE
If you qualify, please call Kyle 
408-981-5894 or Rick 408-
593-9612 for an interview. 
ARE YOU READY TO CUT 
THROUGH THE CROWD? To 
stand out? To show the “real 
world” what you’re made of? 
***************************** 
 An Internship with VECTOR 
can offer you REAL pay, fl ex-
ibility, and opportunities for 
advancement. No cubicle, 
no copy machine. Just the 
chance to earn professional 
experience in a rewarding en-
vironment that offers you the 
fl exibility you need and the 
resposnsibilty you deserve. 
*****************************  
Watch for us on-campus 
throughout the semester, or 
CALL 866-1100 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
www.workforstudents.com/ 
sjsu
***************************** 
$$ GOT SPERM? $$ -Palo 
Alto. Up to $1100/ month. 
MEN wanted for California 
Cryobank’s sperm donor pro-
gram. APPLY ONLINE: www. 
SPERMBANK.com 
COLLEGE STUDENTS: We 
pay up to $75 per survey.
www. GetPaidToThink.com 
DAYCARE TEACH-
ERS AND AIDES
Action Day Primary Plus seek-
ing Infant, Toddler, and Pre-
school Teachers and Aides. 
F/ T and P/ T positions avail-
able. Substitute positions are 
also available that offer fl exible 
hours. ECE units are required 
for teacher positions but not 
req. for Aide and Day Care po-
sitions. Excellent opportunity 
for Child Development majors. 
Please call Cathy for an inter-
view at 244-1968 X16or fax 
resume to 248-7433.
LIFEGUARDS WANTED! 
Easter Seals seeks lifeguards, 
swim instructors & aquatic spe-
cialists for heated, indoor pool 
in San Jose (Bascom & Moor-
park). Flexible hours/ days 
available, Mon-Sat. Must have 
current: lifeguard certifi cate 
and CPR/ First Aid with Title 
22. Send resume and cover 
letter via email to jobs@esba.
org, or fax to 408-275-9858. 
$11 to 13.25+/ hour, DOE. Call 
Tiago for more info, (408)295-
0228 
SERVICES
FREE!! TEXT MESSAGE 
SITE **Student Startup Com-
pany**
Register for a DSR account to-
day. Add your family & friends, 
create groups and send text 
messages all for free. Simple, 
Quick Text Messaging from 
your PC.
Visit DSRnumbers.com 
FIXLAPTOP.COM BUY SELL 
REPAIR Laptop & Parts Repair 
PC Data Recovery Remove Vi-
rus Bring this AD for 10% OFF 
(408)469-5999 
CLASSIFIED AD RATE INFORMATION
Each line averages 25 spaces.  Each letter, number, punctuation mark, and space 
is formatted into an ad line.  The first line will be set in bold type and upper case for 
no extra charge up to 20 spaces.  A minimum of three lines is required. Deadline 
is 10:00 am , 2-weekdays prior to publication.
MINIMUM THREE LINE CLASSIFIED AD:
DAYS:   1          2         3          4
RATE:  $10.00  $15.00  $20.00  $25.00
$2.50 EACH ADDITIONAL LINE AFTER THE THIRD LINE. 
$3.00 EACH ADDITIONAL DAY.
• RATES ARE CONSECUTIVE DAYS ONLY.  •ALL ADS ARE PREPAID.  
• NO REFUNDS ON CANCELLED ADS.
FREQUENCY DISCOUNT: 40+ consecutive issues: 10% discount
SJSU STUDENT RATE: 10% discount.  Ads must be placed in person in 
DBH 209 from 10 AM or 3PM.  STUDENT ID REQUIRED.  Rate applies to 
student’s individual ads only.  Not intended for businesses and/or other 
persons. Frequency discount does not apply.
www.thespartandaily.com
DISCLAIMER
The Spartan Daily makes no claim for products or services advertised below nor is there any guarantee implied.  The classified columns of the Spartan Daily consist of paid advertising and offers are not approved or verified by the newspaper. Certain advertisements in these columns may refer the reader to specific telephone numbers or addresses for additional information.  Classified 
readers should be reminded that, when making these further contacts, they should require complete information before sending money for goods or services.  In addition, readers should carefully investigate all firms offering employment listings or coupons for discount vacations or merchandise. 
     Need a Roomate?
    Need a Job?
    Need a Roomate
    with a Job?
       Spartan Daily 
         Classifi eds
Those who are new to the Rambo fran-
chise may want to start elsewhere, although 
fans of explosion and dismembering will 
doubtless love the majority of this fourth 
installment.
Interestingly, the newest of the series, 
titled “Rambo,” was directed and co-writ-
ten, and presumably named, by none other 
than Sylvester Stallone.
When a group of nice church people 
fi nds Rambo, he is skulking around, mut-
tering more explicit versions of “hump the 
world” and catching poisonous snakes for 
a living.
Armed with nothing but Bibles and med-
icine, they insist he drag them upstream to 
war-torn Burma, quite a dangerous spot for 
a Bible club. 
The Bible beaters read approximately 
one page of the good book to a bunch of 
kids sitting in the dirt when Burmese sol-
diers (this fi lm’s enemies) attack and the 
resulting whirlwind of blood and bullets 
cause limbs to fl y.
The church group has been captured.
And the limbs pretty much keep fl ying 
until the end credits start to roll.
Sara (Julie Benz), an attractive blond-
haired Caucasian female, is the only stand-
out in the group of missionaries; in fact, the 
only one who Rambo is willing to commu-
nicate with at all.
She serves as a nice vehicle for many 
of the heavy-handed, black-and-white tes-
timonials of how evil the enemy is. 
Post-capture, we’re supposed to shud-
der each time a Burmese commander who 
takes a fancy to her enters her shack to give 
her mean, disturbing looks. 
The evil soldiers also blow up civilians 
with hand grenades for sport and partake 
in a strange ritual in which they force three 
random women to stand on a stage and do 
something like the Macarena, while said 
soldiers drink, before abusing the women.
Then, more limbs fl y, Rambo and his mer-
ry mercenaries go up against all odds and the 
remaining Bible beaters are rescued.  
“First Blood,” the 1982 fi lm that started 
it all, centered around a small-time Sheriff 
who was tragically fl awed with a bravado 
that caused him to harass Rambo, a shell-
shocked Vietnam veteran, to his breaking 
point.
It showed how war produces disturbed 
people with bad fl ashbacks and touched on 
the aggression between civilians and the 
returning Vietnam veterans that was just 
then beginning to recede.
The new fi lm almost seems to randomly 
choose a confl icted part of the world and 
inject Rambo into it. 
Even if it involves real-world confl icts, 
“Rambo” is a war fi lm just for the sake of 
being a war fi lm.   The plot is nearly nil, 
aside from the bumbling church mice get-
ting captured and rescued.
Stallone, of course, reprises his role as 
the hand-to-hand combatant of few words 
and plays his part well enough.  
Like other fi lms in the series, the con-
fl ict is simple and easy enough to follow, 
but it lacks the substance of “First Blood.”
Die-hard action fans will undoubtedly 
love it regardless, but the fi lm is more con-
cerned overall with the war than it is with 
the why.
*All reviews are from an entertainment 
perspective.
‘rambo’: silent but deadly
By ANGELO LANHAM
Staff  Writer
movie
Review
By LIZA ATAMY
Staff  Writer
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QUOTE OF THE DAY
“I do recall a story that (John 
McCain) was thinking about 
being John Kerry’s running 
mate. He gave that some 
thought. Had someone asked 
me that question, there would 
not have been a nanosecond of 
thought about it. It would’ve 
been an immediate laugh.“
To voters in West Palm Beach, Fla., 
about John McCain once saying 
that he would “entertain” the idea 
of joining Kerry’s 2004 campaign as 
a vice presidential running mate.
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Fearless. Logical. Superhuman.
These are the words that students in my 
history class associate with masculinity. 
These words, shouted out by students in 
my class to make men look better, falsely 
describe the male population.
And as students were busy praising men 
with attributes that clearly defi ne women, 
the students were putting down the idea of 
femininity with the following words: High 
maintenance. Competitive. Conniving.
These adjectives have nothing to do 
with femininity, but, rather, they are ste-
reotypes about women.
“Conniving?” I wanted to shout. 
“No, women are manipulative.”
Oops — I almost contributed to the ridi-
cule. 
I forced myself to keep my mouth shut.
But even after several days had passed, 
I couldn’t stop thinking: Does the woman 
create the stereotype, or does the stereo-
type create the woman?
Last weekend my boyfriend and I dis-
cussed what we would buy if we made the 
big bucks.
“I’d pay off bills, invest some money, 
then buy a new truck, dirt bike or motor-
cycle,” he said.
The typical male response, I thought; 
no thoughts of a woman or family. Men 
think only of themselves and aren’t afraid 
to share it.
Perhaps men really are fearless. Dang, I 
hate being wrong. OK, so I am a little com-
petitive. 
Before I could dwell on it any longer, 
though, he asked me what I would buy.
I hadn’t really thought about it. I was too 
busy trying to predict his answer, which I 
was right about. 
I racked my brain for a response. What 
would I buy?
He made a prediction.
“You’d probably buy a new Coach purse 
or any expensive purse, wouldn’t you?” he 
asked.
There we go with the stereotype again. 
He thinks I’m high maintenance.
But, he may be right. I could use a new 
Coach purse, perhaps one in a different 
color. Crap, I think, maybe I am high main-
tenance, although I wouldn’t need another 
Coach purse if no one expected me to have 
one; but I couldn’t let him know that. 
So I searched for a different answer, one 
that included something for him or our fu-
ture family. I guess women can be conniv-
ing, but only because we have to be.
I couldn’t let him win (again, the com-
petitiveness), but I couldn’t think of anoth-
er answer either.
I chose to be honest. “I’d probably buy 
a car,” I said, giving in.
“If any guy won some money and 
bought something for himself, it would be 
selfi sh, in a woman’s point of view,” he 
said, angry about the unfairness.
“Yeah, and?” I asked, daring him to fi n-
ish. I, too, became fearless.
“But if a woman buys something for 
herself, it’s not selfi sh,” he said. 
Now that was logical, but not in the way 
he’d hoped.
He sure did think he was superhuman if 
he thought he could get away with this one. 
I couldn’t keep myself from laughing.
He had a point. 
I know it’s a double standard, but I 
couldn’t stop thinking that when a man 
makes it big, it’s expected — so he should 
share his wealth. When a woman makes it 
big, though, it’s an accomplishment — one 
that should be rewarded with material 
items (how else would you expect to be re-
warded?). It’s not the same kind of selfi sh.
I almost thought he won this one. I al-
most gave up, but then it hit me: a response 
that would bring women back on top and 
leave men all alone on the selfi sh rack.
“If I had money,” I said, “I could buy 
myself any car I wanted, but you know I 
wouldn’t. I would buy a car that the whole 
family could use.”
I then reminded him that I’ve been 
considering new cars with back seats big 
enough for a couple of kids. I was the one 
who had been thinking logically, the one 
who was considering the future, not just 
the present.
He said something about it not being 
fair, that my response was just as selfi sh as 
his, but I didn’t pay him any attention.
After all, in a matter of minutes I turned 
something selfi sh into something selfl ess, 
and I affi rmed that women, not men, are 
fearless and logical (I did stand up to him 
and prove my point). And as for women 
being superhuman, well, having the ability 
to turn something around this quickly is a 
pretty valuable gift.
In that time, I also had become high 
maintenance, competitive and conniving, 
but only because the situation forced it 
upon me.
I told you women are manipulative.
By HEIDI ROMSWINCKEL-GUISE
Staff  Writer
Keep things in perspective. Damn, that is 
a tired, overused phrase — isn’t it? 
Optimism can be a positive characteris-
tic, but those happy-go-lucky people who 
always fi nd the bright spot in any situation 
irk me sometimes.
For clarity, here is a hypothetical example.
Let’s say I have three papers due on the 
same day. Each of these papers must be 12 
pages in length. Oh, and the due date is less 
than two days away.
And for kicks, let’s add that I work nights, 
making just enough money to scrape by. 
I’m tired, hungry and I forgot to pay my 
phone bill.
After explaining the quandary I am con-
sumed by, Mr. or Ms. Hunky Dory, with 
their positive outlook on life come back with 
the pearl: “At least this is your last semester. 
Prioritize and you will get everything done. 
Just keep things in perspective.”
Wow. Incredible. That made everything 
so much better. Thank you.
Yeah right.
After the initial anger wears off, the simple 
statement sinks in, and I have a realization.
Keep things in perspective; I guess that 
makes sense. There are situations I could be 
faced with that are much worse.
I could be homeless, or I could have been 
abandoned by my parents and forced to raise 
my two siblings.
Or, how about having to grow up without 
limbs?
Meet Nick Vujicic. 
Born without arms or legs, he doesn’t 
complain, he doesn’t wallow in self-pity 
and he doesn’t blame anyone for the circum-
stances he has been dealt.
Vujicic, 24, plays soccer, swims and 
skateboards, but what he specializes in is 
public speaking. 
He travels the world giving his testimo-
nies about the struggles he endured in school 
and the hardships he faces while perform-
ing common daily activities we all take for 
granted.
He shares the gospel with those who will 
listen, and despite his handicaps, he gives 
thanks to God, recognizing the gifts he has 
been given.
I recently watched a DVD that told the 
story of Nick’s life, and I was amazed by his 
profound acceptance of his fate and his de-
termination to live a normal life.
He even fi nds humor in his situation, 
saying at one point during the video that if 
he jumped down from the podium he was 
using, he might break an arm. And he refers 
to his one partial foot as his motor to help 
him when swimming.
To say the least I was forced to take a 
long, hard look at myself in the mirror. The 
trials and tribulations I deal with hold little 
clout compared to living without arms and 
legs.
If I complain about little issues, such as 
too much homework or not having enough 
time, I’m not sure how I would handle being 
unable to throw the baseball around with 
friends, or use a fork, or wear shoes, or hold 
hands with that special woman.
It takes guts to do what Nick does. He 
gets it. He knows what living is all about.
This isn’t about religion; it is about ap-
preciating what you have and not taking 
things for granted. 
Sure that sounds cliché, but how often 
do any of us actually stop and really, I mean 
really, grasp all that we have. 
Life will never be easy, and we reserve 
the right to feel sorry for ourselves — but 
why dwell on the negative?
I already hate my job. It’s retail. I am al-
lowed to hate it. Plus, I was just transferred 
to a different store, which will increase
my commute time and force me to leave at 
7 a.m. to make it on time to my 8 a.m. shift.
Oh well. At least I have arms and legs. 
Keep things in perspective.
Since the state of California is going 
through an economic hardship, Gov. 
Arnold Schwarzenegger has come up 
with the perfect solution: take away 
budgets from schools and let more 
than 20,000 prisoners out of jail. 
I only wish this was the punch line 
of a really bad joke, but it’s not. 
Unfortunately, Schwarzenegger has 
made this proposal, and he could try to 
convince me it’s a good idea until he is 
blue in the face.
I’m usually a pretty gullible per-
son, but not even the Governator could 
convince me that this will eventually 
bring California’s budget crisis under 
control.  
According to an article posted on 
cbs5.com, Schwarzenegger is also 
planning on cutting $1 billion from 
Medi-Cal, dental coverage for 3 mil-
lion adults and benefi ts for children of 
welfare recipients. He also wants to 
close 48 state parks, nine of which are 
in the Bay Area. 
Shall I continue with the good 
news? To top it off, he wants to give 
early release to 22,000 low-risk pris-
oners and eliminate supervision on 18, 
522 parolees. Yes, my mouth is wide 
open too in disbelief.
Is there any real logic behind this 
“master plan” that Schwarzenegger 
has in store for California?
It makes absolutely no sense to cut 
back budgets on things that are impor-
tant to our state, especially education.
If I remember correctly, I thought 
that Schwarzenegger was all about 
funding for education when he was 
running for governor.
It just goes to show you that people 
will say anything to get where they 
want to be. Now look at us.
Just to put it into perspective, 
Schwarzenegger is cutting back 10 
percent of all state agencies, and that 
includes schools (elementary through 
community college).
If that percentage is not sinking in, 
Schwarzenegger has asked the Legis-
lature to cut back $400 million from 
schools right away and $4.4 billion by 
the beginning of July.
My mom works for the Scotts Val-
ley Unifi ed School District in Santa 
Cruz County. I have two younger sis-
ters who attend schools in that district.
With this new budget proposal,
$1 million dollars is going to be taken 
away from the Scotts Valley Unifi ed 
School District each year. 
My younger sisters’ educations may 
be interrupted because of teacher lay-
offs and condensed classroom sizes.
Is it fair for their educations to be 
jeopardized because Schwarzenegger 
cannot fi gure out a better way to deal 
with our budget crisis?
Education is everything in our 
country. Why would Schwarzenegger 
try to deprive students of their right to 
an education?
Hasn’t it been acknowledged that 
people who stick with education tend to 
stay out of jail more than those who do 
not follow through with an education?
It is quite comical how he wants to 
cut back on education and free low-risk 
prisoners in the same budget proposal.
I understand that it must be diffi cult 
to come up with a budget proposal that 
will please every Californian. How-
ever, there has to be something better 
than what Schwarzenegger has come 
up with. 
I agree that California’s economic 
status is in hot water and something 
needs to be done about it, but this 
proposal does not make any sense.
No arms, no legs, a whole lot of guts
Reversing gender stereotypes Comments from our readers
The comments below are in reference to Michael Rizzo’s edi-
torial perspective, “Living with honor: One student’s struggle for 
identity,” from Jan. 24.
“Amanda had a right-wing conservative world-
view when she entered the military. But she quickly 
found its whole ‘macho’ culture to be a joke.” Why 
do I think that the military is the last one laughing?
-Garret
 vote online at thespartandaily.com
Is SJSU’s class registration process fair?
Honorable discharge?
Don’t dismiss diversity discussion
Biology doesn’t lie
One of the core tenets of higher education at 
San Jose State University is diversity, and this story 
serves to help expose people to, and enlighten them 
about an important part of society that goes largely 
unexamined or quickly dismissed.
-Rob
To suggest that society’s view of gender is sim-
ply an abstract construct is false. The presence of a 
Y chromosome strongly suggests that an individual 
is a male. Anybody with a basic understanding of 
biology would be aware of that.
-Rosencrantz
What about the health risks?
Amanda is braver than the article dares to say.
Male-to-female hormone therapy’s adverse ef-
fects include: blood clots; pulmonary embolism; 
heart attack; stroke; thrombophlebitis; hyperten-
sion; prolactinoma; diabetes; nausea; decreased libi-
do; impotence; gallbladder disease; abnormal liver 
function tests; mood disorder/depression; melasma; 
acne; lipid abnormalities/elevated triglycerides; el-
evated potassium; increased risk of breast cancer; 
hepatitis; liver tumors; infertility; and weight gain.
Can’t say I’d recommend the change, or even 
mention it without discussing the risks. Meanwhile, 
I’d have a heart to heart with my chromosomes.
-Eric
“Positively Pessimistic” appears every 
Tuesday. Felicia Ann Aguinaldo is a Spar-
tan Daily copy editor.
“The Way I Live” appears the last 
Tuesday of every month. Josh Weaver is the 
Spartan Daily sports editor.
Not even the Governator 
could convince me that 
this will eventually bring 
California’s budget crisis 
under control.
The trials and tribulations I deal 
with hold little clout compared 
to living without arms and legs.
I was the one who had been 
thinking logically, the one who 
was considering the future, not 
just the present.
JOSH WEAVER
The Way I Live
FELICIA ANN AGUINALDO
Positively Pessimistic
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